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-ABSTRACT * 

Effects of early aarriage and aarriage deferaent on 
educational attai'naent and occupational achieveaent of black and 
white youth wejre investigated in a longitudinal study of 1,052 rural 
youth froB Alabaaa, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi^ South Carolina, 
and Texas, Data were obtained froa the larger Southern Youth Study, 
1966-72. Bithin the fraaework of the .life cycle perspective, early 
aarriage was found to be associated with a set of attitudinal ^ 
antecedents generally indicative of lower level* achieveaents. 
Specific findings showed: both blacks and whites who held aspirations 
and expectations during adolescence for lower l<evel education and 
occupation aarried early; actual early aarriage was associated in , 
early aduithood with lower attainaent as well as with continuation of 
lower achieveaent orientations; negative achieveaent influence of 
early aarriage was generally pervasive for both aales and feaales, 
blacks and whites. An unexpected finding was that the 
interrelationship between aarital deferaent and achieveaent attitudes 
did not appear until early adulthoo'd for blacks, and then for 
expectations and attainaents only. For whites, early aarriage -had. a \ 
depressant effect on adolescent • and early adult aspirations and 
expectations, both educationally and occupationally. Findings, taken 
collectively point t<^ tiaing of aarriage as an iaportant behavior' 
influence in -status attainaent processes. (luthcr/RS) 
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Tkz ejjjject6 o£ zoAZy moA/UjCLgz and ifwcn^iagz dz^tnmznt ^ok thz zdaccutiomt and 
occupatconaZ achizvzmznX: pxocz66 a/> invz^tlgatzd aji a Zong^XadinaZ 6tuudy 
105Z 6oiiXhz/m miAoZ youth iSouJCJizAn VouXJi Study) . W^cMUn thz Iwojnowo^ a 
tiiz zydiz pz/i6pzctivz, zaAZy man/Uagz voa6 iound to bz a&60CAj^zd voiXh a 6Zt 
OjJ attctudinat antzczdznt6 gznznatty Ajidicatlvz o^ tovoe/i^ Zzvzt aakizvzmzyvU. 
Both Slack and WtUtz 6ubjzct6 voko hzZd a^plnjoutLom and dxpzcXaXiovu^ diuiing 
adoZz6czncz ioK lowzA tzvzt zducatlon and occupation' ujzaz ^ound to maAJiy zanJiy. 
KttxxjoJi zjvity mivuUxiQz (M6 In tu/in ^ounH^to bz a660CAjatzd in zanZy aduJtthood ^ 
mXh ZomJi att^Unmznt aJ> vozZl a6 (Ajlth thz continuaZLoh oi lotjozA ackiz\jzmznt 
o^zntatlon6. Thz nzgativz ackizvzmznt Zn^Zazncz o^ zanZy moAAJuagz wu> "(^ound ^ 
to bz gznzAdZZy p'znva&Zvz throughout tkz 6ampZz hoZdZng ^o/i both maZu and 
^zynaZz6, bZaciz6 and uohitzs. Thz6z iinding^ taJizn coZZzctiveZy point to timing 
ojj moAJUjagz a6 an imponXant behavior in^Zuzncz in 6tatu6 attalnmznt pKocz&6Z&. 

In recent years, understanding of the American stratification system has 
advanced considerably from information resulting from the study qf status attain- 
ment processes (Blau and Duncan, 1967; Sewell et al . 1969, 1970; Haller ^nd 
Portes, 1972; Porter, 1974; Alexander and Eckland, 1974; Portes and Wilson, 
1976 among others). This body of litgrrature has provided a new understanding 
of influences of social origins on later attainments as well as the effects of . 
various factors which intervene at different points between origins and attain- 
ments. One consequence of this approach has been to bring the life cycle 
•perspective into stratification research as a useful con<*eptual tool. This study 
attempts to address this body of research by introducing the life cycle notion of 
marriage timing as a. potentially important influence in attaiijment processes. 

Lt has been found' that as, young people mature they form attitudes toward 
their eventual life plans. These life plains appear to focus around at least two 
central ideas: '(I) education with career plans'; and (2) marriage and family 
plans (Bayer, 1969a). .With these two concepts forming a major part of a person's 
life, if.- has proven useful to determine to what extent and in what manner the 
two interact with and/or conflict with each other while individuals establish 
their statuses within society. The life^'cycle' perspective provides one general 
framework for examining the effects of these two life plan areas by ordering 
events in a meaningful sequence for analysis. . 

The primary purpose of this research is to investigate the effect deferment 
»of marriage has on the ability of youth to achieve higher levels of education 
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and, therefore, by inference / higher^ levels of occupational status. Educational 
attainment has been investigated as one of the primary variables affecting status 
attainment (Sewell et al, 1969, 1970 Alexander and Eckland 1974) • This research 
investigates the possibility that marriage deferment is an important variable 
in status attainment research of . similar ^^gnificance to educational attainment. 
In status "attainment research, level of education is seen as an intervening 
variable 'that transmits adolescent influences such as significant other influences, 
grade poiit artd aspirations to subsequent ^attainments • From the life, c5^cle approach 
marital deferment ca'n be viewed as a variable that cau potentially enhance 
achievement. ' , $ 

•REVIEW 'of literature 

The Life Cycle 

The fjfe cycle^erspec tive assists the '^tudy of status atta^nmpnt in two 
important ways. First, it can provide a better understanding 9f iiow social 
origins influence a^person's opportunities to achieve status "^^well as providing^ 
an understanding of the importance of educational attainnent/in, the* deltermin^-j ^ 
tion of one's status (Sewell and Hauser, 1972) • Secondlyy^ecause it aXso provides- 
aJjfir^sal sequence of Events that are involved in the tr^h^mission^d 'eventual 
attainment of status, it can be useful in providing a "Better ufuJier^anding of 
the interaction of the educatioa and career plans wit^i the fatnily plans of a 
✓ you/g person. ^ * , . ' 

According" to Bates and Harvey (1975), the average American's life cycle 
contains six stages — infancy i childhood, adolescence^ adulthood,- middle age and 
old age. As an individual moves from pne^stage to another, alterations in the 
person's activities occur and changes iii^he quality and amount of their parti- 
cipation within the society takes place. ^- 

THtere are cr^ical points irv the life qycle where drastic changes in the 
person's relationships, activities, and behavior occur. These changes are a 
. result of the sudden engagement of new and more complex roles by individuals, 
while they at the same' time leave behind simpler and more comfortable roles^ 
During the adolescence to adult transition Bates and Harvey (1-975) point to 
leaving school, entering work, marriage and parenthood as a-major crisis period 
during the life, cycles. From the life cycle perspective marriage and parenthood 
are of similar importance as education and occupation.. 

Li fe Cyc le and Attainment _ 
^ ' ^ . 

^ ■ • 

Attainment, hoph educationally and occup^tionally , is essentially, a process 
that begins early in the life cycle and continues through adulthood and middle 
age (Falk and Cosby, 1974). Because of this, a person's attainment can be 
viewed as a result of the accumulation of prior factors^* influences, eyents, 
experiences and positions that people ar% exposed to. 

In the childhood stage of the gr^Jth cycle individuals begin to. form aspira- 
tions cd'ncerning their future. These first aspirations often take the^form of ■ ^ 
fantasies .concerning what the child .desires as far as education, marriage, 
^ occupiation^ and number of children wanted.' Slowly, as they mature, their choices 
begin to take the form of more realistic expectations "(Ginzberg, £t al . , 1951). 
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It is possible for a person 's. aspirations, expectati^^^^ ^nd ^^bs^quent attain- 
ments to vary. This occurs because the process of -ac^iev^^g c^^^^ ^ levels of 
attainments is never enditig in that when one set o f eSPec^^j.^ons Achieved, new 
aspirations and expectations will be formed while old* on^^ bc ^^ig^j (Cosby, 

£t al,-, 1976). From this we recognize that childhood an^ ^dol^^^^^^ Experiences 
and attitudes have an important effect on subsequent ^^^It: ^tt^^"^^^^^ but these 
C^effects undergo constant modifications and adjustments • 

Blau and Duncan (1967) were among the first to i^^^^i^e tb^ ''"^^^ ^Vcle concept 
to study social mobility and. status attainment. Through theii^ ,^^^y try to 

provide a systematic analysis of what they feel is the ni^j^^ Y^undatton the 



American stratification system. By determining four f-^^ily b^J^^^^v^^^ variables 
of a male population—father's education, father's occupa^^^^^^j^^t^aintnent , 
highest level of education completed by the individual, p^^^gj-ig^^^^^l of individual's 



first job — they seek to discover two primary relationship^ ^ fi^^^' ^^ey ^re 
interested in determining the extent that inherited ^5<>^^^gd statug^^ affect 
the social fate of an individual and second, they in^^^^^Sate ^^^^nt that 
previtTTOv^^positions in the status hierarchies affect later atta^^^^?^ ^^^vels 
(Bliu and Duncan, 1967>, Haller and Portes, 1973), . From th^ir ^tudies, ^^^^ 
and Dunp^n found that the parents' position did have ^ ^^^^^ect ^^^^^^ °^ the 
attairimcnt of their offspring, but that the primary eff^c^ parents an 
indirect one via the educational level the offspring v^^^ ^tiabl^^ ^°^plete. • 

Sewell and his associates (1969/ 1972, 1975, 1968, l97o) c^^^^^^^d a series 
of studies concerning status attainment which have co^e to jc^o^^s ^he Wisconsin 
model. These researchers, have extended the earlier work pj^^u ^^ncan by 

introducing various social psychological factors which ^^u^j ^^ed educa- 

tional and occupational aspirations that fomi. between ^*^^ta.:^ ^jrig^^^ ^^nd sub- 
sequent attainments. Utilized in their study were vari^^b^^^ 1^^^ status 
of both parents, significant other influences, mental ^.^^lity, ^ -^^el of 
respondent's aspirations for education and occupaticm* ^ 

^ THE DATA , ^ 

Sample 

The data analyzed in this study were obtained frot^^ a l^j^ge^ ^^^^^^ project 
entitled the Southern Youth Study' (SYS) tl^at'was collected ch^^^ ^^^e». The 
SYS consists of high school age, rural youth from the six south^^^ r^^^^s of , 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South Caroli^^ ^^xd T^^^/^ " 

Wave I of the SYS was collected In 1966 from a V^^^^^txoxi^^ ^?^^°^ore high^ 
school students. The final sample consists of students vj^^ s°^^°"^conomicaliy 
similar and that are from rural counties. . Students ^^ho V^re* P^^^^'^^ classes ' 

on a specified day were gxven a group-administered q^^^ - ^^nnaiV^ * attempt 1 

was made to contact those students who were not present •* V/ave ^o^d^ic^d 



^For more detaiies see Education and Work 'in Rura l, A^^ric^ -^2£ia]^ Context^ 
of Early Career D ecision lajT Achievement , Chapter III Joht^^"-j^-^^ 
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in 1968 when a simil^^ questionnaire was" given to all seniors at^igh schools 
used in the first wave. After these questionnaires were completed, they were 
matched with questionnaires from Wave I, Only questionnaires from chose students 
who participated in both' waves were used* • . ' • ' 

• * • . , / 

In 1972, four years after panel participants' were expected to graduate from 
high school, a secpnd fol low-up. was conducted. At this point a stratifiW sample 
from Waves I and II was taken. This samjUe was stratified by both race (50:50) 
and sex (60. male:40 female) within each state. ^ personal interviews, mail 
^questionnaires and telephone interviews were used at this point. The final % 
sample consisted ,of 1»052 black and white rural youth — 201 black females, 247 
black males, 240 white females, 364 white males- - 



Variables 



V 



Several variables w^r^^used to analyze the effect of marriage deferment on 
achievement attitudes and attainments of young people, The^'se variables were chosen 
because they closely coincide with variables that have been used in previous 
status attainment research^ 

Aspirations and expectations for . occupations were measured in 1968 and 1572 
according to Duncan's .(1961) SEl- These were separated into two i^in groups. 
Those with SEX scores of forty-five ox less were^ Considered ^to ha#e lower * - 

socio-economic aspirations and expectations- Those with SEI scores greater than 
forty-five were considered to have middle to high socio-economic aspirations 
and expectations. • . 

- . Educational* aspirations and expectations were measured in 1968 and 1972* 
Thes-e vari^ibles were divided into two groups also: those with less than college 
aspirations or expectations and those with college aspirations or expectations', 
Educational and occupational attainments ^as of 1972 were coded in the same manner 
as the'pr^vious educational ^^d occupational variables. 

Tbe final variable utilized was marital status in 1972. For purposes of this 
study, marriage deferment has been operationally defined in a three category - 
classification. The fi^st category includes respondents who were married during 
high school or within two years of high school graduation. The second category 
is made up of respondents who were not mairried in the period* beginning two years 
after high school through four years after graduaticjW. The 'third category consis.ts 
-of respondents who were not married at the time of.-fefte 1972 recontact. . This 
division will distinguish between youth who' marri^ early in the life fycle, 
those who marry after ^ certain amount of post-jhish school * experience, and tho< 
who marry after the normative age of ^2. - * 



Analysis 
/ 



Contingency table analysis was uti'liaed to determine the relationship between 



Mississippi was omitted because comparable datavyaS^'^TO^t available for each 
>wave for that stajte. - . 
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, the antecedents to and consequences of marriage deferment- .ChV Sq^re values 
were computed for each tabLe and evaluated usin« the ,05 letrcl of statistical 
significance. A coefficient of contigency (C) was. cotnputcd for each table as a 
measure of association. Sex and race controls were carried throughout the analysis 

^ RESULTS 

Analysis of the data is conducted in three parts. The first ^xai^lnes 
adqlescent attitudes concerning education an4|||>ccupat ions as antece^Snts to 
marriage deferment. In the second portion consequences of marriage deferment on 
newly-formed, early adult education and occupation attitudes are investigated. 
Finally » analysis of the consequences of marriage deferment on early adult educa- 
tional and occupational attainments was conducted » 

Table 1^ provides a breakdown ^)f the marriage defeiTnent -behavior of panel 
participancfi. Approximately one-half of the participants were married at the 
time of the 1972 recontact but substantial differences existed between race and 
sex categories. Fewer blacks t^ian whites married efcrly. Only 16 percent of the 
black men and 24- percent of the black women married within the first two years 
after high school while 20 percent of the white men pn^ 46 percent of the. white 
women were married at this point. The explanation for this variation is unclear. 
Perhaps, sijice blocks have many hardshipp to contend with during the course of 
their lives, they curtail marriage because it could be an additioiaal factor which 
would further complicate their lives, A second explanation could be that many 
of the blacks who married early dropped out of high. school and were, because of 
sampling techniques used, excluded from the sample.* As might be expected, 
women in each race married earlier than* men, especially those who married within . 
the first two years .after high school. 



Antecedents to Marriage Deferment 

Adolescent attitudes concerning educational and occupational preferences are 
analyzed as antecedents to marriage deferment- Table 2 summarizes these comparisons 

Educational Preferences^ 1968 * - 

Two measures of adolescent educational preferences are examined aspirations 

and expectations. In both cases, analysis showed th^ educational preferences bad 
a significant relatfbrtship on marriage . deferment for whites, both males and 
females. In general, it was fcrtind that whites who had aspirations for and who 
expected to attain at least college educations have a tendency to defer marriage. 
For example, of the white males who aspired to college eductions 60 percent were - 
unn-Trried In 1972. On the other hand, 37 percent 'af the males^ho a'spired eo^ 
less than college educations were unmarrj^d .in 1%M. In the ca^se of educational- 
expectations, 64 percent- of the males who "'expected to attain college educations 
were unmarried, in. 1972, while only 39 percent'of the males who expected to i 
attain less. than a college education remained unmarried. White women exhibited 
a similar pattern. Thirty-eight percent of the females who expected college 
educations were unmarried in 1972, while only 22 percent of those who expected 
jto attain lesS education were unmarried.. . - 

'Overall a larger' proportion of whites than blacks exhibited expectations for 
college educations. Approximately 40 percent of the black males and females 



TABLE 1: Frequency of Marlttl Deferment of Southern ^/Sjh* Study: 
Race and Sex Comparlsona 



BLACK 

Males Fenales \ 

X iTS) ' I (N) 



WHITE 

Males Females 
Z (M) ' Z (N) 



TOTAL 



Total 
Z (N) 



Married Within . - 

Ttio Years After 

High School 16 ( 40) 24 ( 49) 20 ( 73) 46 (111) 26 < 273) 

Married Within ' ■ / 

Four Year^ After 

High School 19 ( 46) , 19 ( 38) 29 tl04) ^ ^ 26 ( 63) 24 < 251) 

Not Married ' 

As of 1972.. y........ 65 (161) .57 (114) 51,(187) . 28 ( 66) 50 ( 528) 



^iOO (247) 100 (201) 100 (364) 100 (240) 100 (1052) 



TABLE 2: Contlngeacy Coefficients Between Adolescent Attitudes 
and Marital Dcferucnt 



Educjatlonal Aspirations 
ii 1968 by Marital 
Deferment 



Occupational Aspirations 
In 1968 by Marital 
^ Deferment 



Educational Expectation 
in 1968 by)Marital 
Deferment 



Occupational Expectf tions 
in 1968 by Marital 
Deferment 



BUCK 



WHITE. 



Male 


Female 


Male 


\ Female^' 


2 




2 • 




■Z 


2 


X • 


.32 


X • 


.76 


Y Ill* 




c ■ 


.04 


c • 


.06 


C- .27 


C - .26 


df 


-2, 


df 


- 2 


df • 2 


df - 2. 


2 




2 








X • 


1.81 


^ 


.88 


X -13.88* 


X-5.21 


c - 


.09 


c - 


.07 


C- .20 


C - ..15 


df 


• 2 


df 


• 2 


df - 2 


df - 4 


2 




2 




2 . 


2 


X- 


1.30 


X • 


2.71 


X -33.31* 


X -21.14* 


c • 


.07 


c • 


.12 


C- .29 


C- .15 


df 


. 2 


df 


- 2 


df -2 


df - 2 


? 


.53 


2 




2 


2 


X - 


X - 


.45 . 


X -23.13* 


X -17.05* 


c - 


.05, 




.05 


C- .26 


C- .26 


df 


• 2 


df 


• 4 


df - 2 


df - 4 



*Significant at the .05 level . 



Comments 



Higher level educational aspir- 
ations were associated with 
marriage deferment for white 
males and females. 

High level occupational aspir- 
ations were found to be associ- 
ated with deferment of marriage 
for white males only. 

Expectations for College educa- 
tions associated with marriage 
deferment for white males and 
females, 

Expectations for higher level 
occupations was associated with 
deferment of marriage for both 
white. males and females. 
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rxp«*ot«Hl Co^,tcK»ln <n!iic,it lunn while ^1 pi^rrenc of thr'wtUti* m.iU^M ,'ind 

percent of the white tcm.ile?i expected to 4 1 1 a 1 n ,h lKl^«*r Irvetn of edueatlMi, All 
race and riex CateKt>rlcN had a lower percent^K** of peoplr w!u' expeetrd to att.tln ' 
colU>:e edueatiiMir* Ct>mp4red to aMplrAtloOM. t 

Oecup.U lomil Vjjf, f e O'ilf Ji^iiS. 

Adolescttiit Ai^plrii t loan .^nd expe^tat lonri were examined fn conjunc.tion wltK 
occupational preferences. Wlilte nuiles were the onlv group to nhc^v a n Ik^i 1 f ic.int 
relrtC lonshlp between adolescent occupational aspirations and nwirrlaj^e deferment. 
In contrast » both whltc^ nuili»s and fenuiles rxhlhltod slj^njf leant relat Jonr^h Ips 
between early occupational expectations and marriage def^crment* 

AnnlystH showed that white males'who had adolescent asplratlonfi for high 
level occupations tkoded to defer m.irrlage. For example, S6 percent of^the 
white males who aspired to hl>;her level ocS:upat Ions were unmarried in 1972, while 
only 41 percent of the males who had aspirations, for occupations with lower scores 
were unro-irricd. AlonS the same lines* whites who expected to attain occupations 
with SEI scores greater than forty-five had a tendency to defer marriage. This 
trend is readily observable in that 60 percent of the white males who expected 
hl>;her-scored occupations were unmarried In 1972, while 43 percent of those who 
expected to at ta in^ower-scored occupations were unmarried in 1972. Twont v- threi'' 
percent of those whio expected lower nc^^red occupations remained vinm;irrled. [ 

Forty-^ne percent of the black males and 57 percent of the white males 
expected' to attain occupations with SEI scor^ over forty-five. Axvalysis for 
females was rapre complicated because of Che inclusion of '*housevife" as an occupa- 
tional choice. Seventy percent of the black females expected higher scored 
occupations and only 3 percent expected to be housewives. Fifty-three percent 
of the white females, on the other hand, expected to achieve higher-scored occupa- 
tions and 29 percent expected to be^ housewives , 

Four variables were utilized to determine the relationships between adolescent 
educational and occupational attitudes and marttal deferment. Seven of ^the* eight 
possible relationships were found to be significant fpr whites while n6ne of the 
educational or occupational attitudes proved to be significant for blacks. This 
indicates that acfblescerit achievement motives and marital deferment are bound 
together for whiees while this do^s not appear to be the case for blacks. The 
behavior pattern of whites coincides with the theoretical and empirical writings 
of Bayer (1969a, 1969b). He noticed that behavior patterns of y»ung adults were 
influenced by adolescent >attitudcs, especially educational aspirations. The 
reasons for blacks not behaving in the same i^nner as whites. is unclear. It is 
possible that the configuration of achievemfnC attitudes of white youth bo.th 
include and reconcile niarriag'e plans Jith the W)re obvious education* and occupa- 
tion orientations, whereas for black youtfi, * the configuration is more segmented 
with compartmentalized achievement attitudes on. the one hand and familial orienta- 
tion on the other. ^ 

Early Adult Atrttudes as Consequences 

« 

The third phase of the analysis was concerned with examining the consequences 
of marriage deferment on ncwly-fonaed eafly adult attitudes concerning education 
and occupacionifi. Both aspirations and expectations were considered. Table 3 
summarizes these race ^nd sex comparisons. 
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TABU! 3: Contlniipncy Cocffldrntu Brtwecn U:h Ailult Attltuilru 
dnd Marital Dcfcrinci)t 



^4 .^'<«>.tw .»,m 



HArltal DcferiDcnt by 
EducAClonii Aipl ra- 
tion! In I9?2 



Mdrltdl Dcfcment by 
Occup4tioniI Aspira- 
tions In 1972 



Marital Defcraent by 
Educational Expecta- 
tions 1972 



Marital Dcferoent by 
Occupational Expec- 
tations irf 1972 







X- .12 X- .86 
C • .02 C • ,06 
d( • 2 'df • 2' 



2 2 

)(»4.69 X-8.26 

C" .14 C- .20 

df df • 4 



X 



2 • 

3.64 • X • 7.1 



C- .12 C- .20 
d) • 2 df • 2 



2 2 ' 

X-8.67* X- 3.51 

C- .19 C- .26 

df-2 df-4' 



*' ; n ■■ :-iiw9 >M IT. "a. v 



Cofflflipntu 



_ _ WH ITE _ _ _ 
M.ilc' Fenwlc 



X • fl.34 X 12.63* Marital dcfcrocnt was found to bp 
C" .15 C • .22 annocUtcd with aiplratlonn for 
df ■ 2 df • 2 a college education for whltf 

Duties dQd fcnalci. 

' <• 

X •16.65* X -17.43* The relationship between narltal 
C • 2! C • .26 dcfcraent and hlgfi level occupa- 
df •, 2 df ■ 4 -tional aspirations was found ,to 
^ be slpificmt for white wiles 

and females. 



2 2 

x'-35.75* X-a4.03 

.30 C- .30 

•df-2 df-2 



2 2 

X -17.61* X -32.72 

C- .22 C- .35 

df-2 df - 4 



Marital deferment was found to be 
as8oclat,ed with expectations for ' 
higher levels of education for 
white males and females and for 
black females. 

Relationships betwceA marital 
deferment and high level occupa- 
tional expectations were fouod to 
be slg^lflcwt foT all race wd 
sex categories. 



♦Significant at .05 level 
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Edij|fiational Preferences, 19111 



X . Early adult aspirations;,at\d expectations were lised ^to exai^ine educational 
prieferences in. 1972. Whites,* Kbth males and females,' were the only group to^ 
show a slgnific*ant r^lart^ship between niarital^d^ei?ment and early acjult educational 
^> afipitations. For ear]ty ^diklt exjped tat ions, significant relationships were found 

for wjiite ciales' and feasflesXand for bla<;k females^ . 
- / ^ , . A • ' ) ' ■ • > ' • -f. 

In general, it wa^foimd that the^ longer ^yhit-e'T>articipaht-§ deferred .marriage, 
the more they tended to aspire to college- educations . For example,, college 
• aspirations for whi.te males increased from* 57 perceiit fof those who married x^ithin 
^thfe first two years after Jiigh school, to 75 percent ^6r those who were unnteirried 
in:1972. Fpf white females, college admirations increas^ from A^-^rcent for ^ . ^* 
those who married earlier to 72 percent fo^ those who yere' unmarried, . 




' (y<rer sixty percent of each , race and sex 'category had aspirations for college 
■ educations, this is particularly _ interesting because "it represents a slight 
increase in the college aspirations. of each group from 1968 to 1972.; . . 

. Analysis of educational expectations showed that the longer white males, 
white females and black "^femfiles deferred marriage the more they tended to expect 
-college educations, .For example, 21 percent of the black' women who were married 
within the first two years aftet high school expected to attain college-^educations , 
Tfee percentage increased to 45 piMKent for thpse^who were unmarried, in 1972, 
For white males the propcTrtion of^wlbporidents who e:epected college educations 
increased from 21 percent for those who ma^ified early, to 63 percent for those 
who:were unmarried in 1972. The proportig^ increased from 22 to 56 percent for , 
white, f emale;S- 

^ ^Educational expectations were rather low, especially in comparison with early 
adult aspirations. Fifty percent of the white male^ expected college educations. 
All other groups had approximately 40 percent of the people expecting colle^ 
educations. ^ This suggests that, .ev^n though -the 'majority of ^the :5espondents in 
this sampl-e' desire college educations, many of .them do not perceive, the opportunity 
to fulfill their desires. ^ 

Occupational Preferences » ' 1972 - " * 7^ ' 

f ■ . • . * 

As was done previously, early adult aspirations and expectations are i^sed 
to analyze occupatidnal preferences in 1972, White males and females were^-the 
only groups to exhibit a significant relationship betv/een marriage deferment and 
early adult occupational "€ispiratjrions v/hile all sex and race categories exhibited 
significant relationships concerning expectations. 

Overall, t^ie longer whites Referred marriage, the more they tjended to aspire 
to occupations with SEX scores over forty-five. The percentage of white men 
who aspired to occupations with scores over forty-five increased from 49 for 
those who married within two years after high school graduation to 75 percent 
for those who were unmarried in 1972. For white females, aspirations fo« higher 
scored occupations increased from 70''percent for those who married earliest to 
94. percent for those who deferred marriage until after 1972. 
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■1 ■ ■ . ' • ■ . . ... .. 

Occupational aspirat4/ns for all^ace and sex categories were rather high. 
Between 54, and 80 percent of each category expected to attain occupations with 
SEI scores over fotty-five. For both races, a higher proportion of females 
aspired to higher--5cored occupations than males. Once again, few black or white 
. ^ females aspired to the occupation of "housewife". 

. ^ Analysis of educational expectations indicate that the longer respondents 
*<lef erred marriage Che higher were thfeir ^pccupational expectations. For example, 
. , exJ>ect^H.ons,for occupaMons with scores over forty-five incr^^ed from 26 per<:ent 

for black males. wboMaaxried earliest to 42 percent for^ those w?;io were unmarried 
, itf 1972. ' Black /females. had a 24 percent increase, white males had a 29 percent 
\ : in$:rease and^ white females experienced a 39 percent increase in expectations- 
from. those who, married earlier to those who deferred marriage until- after 1972-; 

The data showed a significant decline in the percentage of respondents who 
. aspired to higher-scored occupations versus the percentage who expected to attain 

such, occupations. Between" 18 and 39 percent of each race and sex category expected 
,p to attain higher-scored occupations. More whites .exhibited expectations for 
higher-scored occupations and a smaller percentage of black males than black 
fe^iales expected to attain occupations with scores over forty-five. 

In this portion of the analysis four variables were utilized to investigate ^ 
consequences of marital deferment on early adult educational and occupational 
attitudes. For whites inj^the sample, marital deferment ^proved to have a significant 
^relationship on all of ^tjie^^ght relationships. For blacks, no aspirational 
attitude was signif icant.> >^t three of the four expectation attitudes were " 
significant. It was also foiin4^ that relationships concerning expectations were 
stronger than they were for aspirations. These findings indicate two important' 
patterns. iFirst, for white, respondents, early adult achieven^ent attitudes appear # 
to' be closely- tied to the marital deferment decision. This does. <ot seem to be \ 
the case for blacks. Attitudes of blackK:^concerning educational and occupational ' 
aspirations appear to be indepeiident^qf iqa^ital deferment but expectation attitudes 
appear to be influenced by marj^al defermt^t. Secondly, since expectations had a 
stronger relationship with marital deferment for. all groups, it appears that, 
as the panel participants began to mature, marital deferment had more of an ' • ' 
influence o'n expectations . , 

Early Adult. Attairynents as Consequenees ' * * 

Educational and occupational attainments were used to determine consequences 
of marital deferm^ent:. Table 4 summarizes the race and sex comparisons made. 

Educational A ttainments » 1^72 ^ / 

. ^ — — - ^ ■ 

Relationships between marital deferment and early kdult educational attain- 
'ments^were found to be significant for all race and sex categories. Across all 
categories, the longer a person deferred marriage, the. higher the percentage of' 
people attaining college edacations. For example, only five percent of the black ' 
males who married within two. years after high school attained college educations 
as of 1972, while 20 percent of those who were unmarried in 197^ attained college 
educations. ' College attainment for black females increased from 6 percent for 
those who married earliest to 27 percent for those who were unmarried. The pro- 
portion- of white males increased from 12 to 43 percent while white females had 
an increase from 12 47 p'ercent. ^ * * * 
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TABLE 4: ContingencjrJCoefficients Between Early Adult 
Status AttAninent and Marital Deferment 



7: 



tt, 



BUCK 



WHITE 



Comoents 



Marital Deferment by 
Educational Attain- / 
inentinl972 



Male 



Female . Male 



Female 



2 2 2 2 

X = 6.54* X = 9.85* X =23.29* X =28.17* 

C = .16 C = .'22 C = .25 C = .32 

,df = 2. df='2 df = 2 df = 2 



All relationships between mari- 
tal deferment and educational at- 
tainment were significant. 



.Marital Deferment by 
Occupational Attain- 
ment in 1972 ' 



2 2 2 2 

X<4.G4* X =42.09* X =40.92* X =73.58* 

C= .23 'C= .42 C= .32 C= .49 

df = 6 df = 8 ,df = 6 df = 8' 



All relationships between mari- 
tal deferment and early adult 
occui|ational attainments were 
significant. 



^Significant at .05 level 
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More whites attai^ned college educations than blacks, but overall, the educa- 
tional atttainmenfcs af\ respondents wer'e rathtr low. The proportion of people who 
attained college educations ranged .from a low of L6 percent for black males to a 
high of 33 percent for white males. 

Occupational Attainment, 1972 • 

. ' ^, 1 . .- [ ~' \\ : - ■ 

R^'ati.onships for marital deferment 4nd occupational attainments were signi- 
ficant for all race and sex categories. Respondents who were students in 1972 
,had. a strong tendency to be unmarried, / For example, only*, five percent of the 
black' males who married within two yeair^ after high school were students while 
17 percent fof those who married were imm^rried when students. For white females, 
four percent of thofe who 'married earliest were students, while 38 percent of 
those wefe- unmarried \^re students. , The same pattern was exhibited by black 
femal-es and white males* \ ^ 

■■ , • 

-Overall, occupational attainments were low. Only five percent of the black 
males and six percent of ^he black females attained occupations with ,SEI scores . - 
over forty-five. • The- perj^ntage of whites who attained higher-scored occupations 
was slightly higlier; 15 percent of the males and 31 percent of the females. These 
low attainments can be explained partly by nhe f^act that respondent;?, were approxi- " 
mately 21 to 23 years old at this time, which would mean they had not had sufficient 
time to acquire high status occupations. It was also' noted that more whites were 
students^ ■Twenty=;3^en percent »f the white males and 17 percent of the white 
. females' were Istudents, while 12 percent of the black males and 16.;'p^cent of the 
black' females were students. 

Analysis concerning consequences of marital deferment on early, adul^educa- 
jKtional and occupational attainments provided many findings. For the first time, 
all relationships were significant. This indicates that, in most cases, marriage 
deferment and attainments are linked. Because of the relatively young age of the 
panel, it is difficult to draw conclusions concerning high achieveraent^^pattems ; 
but it was found' that low educational and occupational achievement was associated 
with early marriage, 

The main achievement input for occupational attainment was "student". There 
^was a strong tendency for respondents who were students in 1972 to be ihimarried. 
This is important because many studies" have linked education with occupational, 
attainment (Blau and Duncan, 1967; Sfewell and Shah, 1968), Also, because data 
concerning occupational attainment does not allow enough time for upward^mobility 
patterns "to emferge. It is hard to establish an occjupational attainment pattern 
other than for the category of "student", liut data on educational attainment 
shows clearly that marriage 'deferment enhances educational attainment. 



CONCLUSIONS 



The .purpose of this re^*^rch was to .examine the effect of marriage deferment, 
within the educational and occupational achievement process, on young black and 
white youth. This was done by . investigating, through the* use of contingency 
tables, relationships that exist during various phases of a person's lif.^. The 
analysis was organized in three parts. First, adolescent attitudes concerning 
education and occupations were investigated as antecedents to marital deferment. 
Second, the relat^-onship between marital deferment and newly-formed educational 
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and occupational attitudes were studied. Lastly, asso^::iati^^g i^et ^ n m^riage 

deferment and educational and occupational attainments an^^^^^ * " 

: \ 

An important and somewhat unexpected finding of this ^-^^^y was^that 
relationship between -achievemenC attitudes and marriage ^^feirmet^^ ^ different 
for whites than they were for blacks. During the lif .^yc:!^ ph^f^^^^^ adolescence 
and early adulthood, white respondents, for the most p^^^» exhi^^^j Significant 
relationships between achievement attitudes, actual attair^nj^^^g ^rri^ge 
deferment. In' early adulthood, ' aspirations of blacks ^ttlj^ not^app^^^ 
be associated with marital deferment but expectations ^^tai^^"^ From 
these findings we can conclude that the matrix oft attit^^'^s fot^^ re^^^^ adol- 
escence and early adulthood concerning educations and ^^^^Patlo^^ interrelated 
with marital deferment for white*. For blacks, the inter^^j^^^^c^^^sn P do^^ 
appear until early adulthood. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

For whites, early marriage had a depressant effect on adol^^^^o^ early 
adult aspirations and Expectations, both educationally oci:'^?^^ ^^^^y * At 

the same time, adolescent and early adult attitudes fo^ ^^gher ^^^^a^ educa- 
tion and higher status occup/ftions were associated with ^^ter m^^^^ ^t was 
also found that higher 'levels of early ^dult attainments f^^ wtji^^^^^^^ ^ell as 
'continued education; were^associated with later -marriage* The^^ '^^ Pattern 
of white panel participants is supportive of previous 5tat^^ at?^*^"^^^^ research. 
For example. Call and OttO .(1977) found, ia a study of ^l^s , t^^^ he^^^ there 
were' early marriagestj-there were low aspirations, and, ^^^^^rseiy' T 3^ were 
successful academically they were more likely to defer ^^riage- ^ . conducted 
by Treiman and Terrell (197$) pointed out that women wbo ^eferr^^ °^y^*^-^ge had 
higl)er expectations and were belted educated. - - ^ ^ 

As has been stat^ed, the relationship between marital def en«^^^^^^^ achieve- 
ment attitudes did tvo^fc a^p^^r until early adulthood iot ^l^eks for 
expectations and attaihmertts inly. Although the behavior of ^1^^^^^,'^^ inconsistent 
with that reported in most studies, there is a plausible ^Xpian^^^^ ^°^nd in 
the literature. The "success^theme" that exists, in Ame^i-Q^^ so<^^^^\ been 
discussed by researchers /(Merton, 1968; Williams, 1951)- Most Pf^^al ^^^^^ 
that American society emphasizes achievement, especially ^^^^upat^^^^^ ^^hieve- 
meat. Because of this, American youth accept and desit^^ a eoTmnC?^' ist^^^^^ 
value of . success. Cosby-" (l^J"^) points but that we can ^f^Utne, ^^^^ ±0 ^f^^y* 
that young p^ple fall ixito one of two groupings concerning occ^^^^j^^^ attain- 
ment possibilities: (i)- chose who have ^ high probability ^^^^hiev^ -^^^^ 
status occupations, and (2) those who have a low probabilJ^^^Qf ^c ^^^^^ high 
status occupations^ When the concept of th,e "success-thein^i, com vith 
he concept of two groupings of occupational attainment P^obabil-^''^^^^ 
ppears that those 'youth wba ascribe to societies eVali^^^iot^ of ■'-^^s will ^ 

have achievement ^.ttitudes that are unrealistic. 

Cosby (1974) carries this' line of " thinking a step f^^ther- ^uiej^^^^^^^^^^ ' 
that choices made by^^hose peop^^ who have a low probability ^^u^^^^^ high 
status occupations may have little direct relationship' ^heir - Instead 
he sees these attitudes. as "a psychological crutch, a ^J?^P^nsati^L74) ^^nce for 
socially defined behavior in a< success-oriented society .^CosBy, j- * * 
other i>Drds, those people who will probably have low achiev^^^j^t;^ ^ ^^^^ to their 
stat.us within society by projecting their success into the f^^-^r^* ^^^h thus 
remain social psychologically within the "success ethos' ^v^^ ^( the r behavior 
and attainment:..are generally inconsistent., To do otherwis^ voul^ a mxt failure 
and be of high psychological cost. * 
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